AMC NEWSLETTER

COMMENTS FROM THE AUTUMNAL CHAIR Issue No 04/09

t seems very hard to believe that another year crossing the site. Shooting parties will soon be in action every other

rapidly coming to an end, and that this will be Wed_nesda,yand _these can be the blggest culpiite farmer still
retains some thirteen cows, so there is always the chance he could

the last Newsletter of 2009. One of its main-pumove them into the field without notice.
poses, therfore, is to advise you, the membership
; | have reduced the number of fence posts to make life a little easier
the C!Ub’ Of_the .forthclomlngnnual General and a new 12 volt battery will be installed before you read this
Meeting.This will again be held at the Crookham newsletter .
Street Social Club, Church Cookham \dfednesday _ _
11th November starting at 20.00 hours. Please me'Vhat is lostis now found . .

. | am pleased to report that all models previously lost in the dreaded
every efort to attend as you can influence any decoilseed rape field have now been found, and indeed were done so
sions regarding next years social and flying event:before the harvest took placehis was thanks mainly to Norman
and of course. the clubs future policy and those Charlton and his ingenious airborne camera system fitted to his elec

! tric powered Mentor
elected to implement such.

Norman scanned the field, and managed to identify tiny dots of a dif
| Id lik ke thi . hank I ferent colour to the oilseed rape. Norman then plotted the location of
would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to a the dots and in all cases they turned out to be the lost mdtete

me”?ber_s who took along their models to _fly and for the static dipla ., jo15 had been in the field for at least 6 to 12 weeks. Unfortunately
at this bi-annual everATC Lasham has written to me to request tha o .4 Morars was B.E.R.. but Roy Nash ant@& Griggs with a lit

| convey their gratitude to all members who turned out and gave th
support.

Lasham Open Day

tle TLC were flying again within a few days.

D h . h dit h isted f ‘ Thanks Norman, keep your lens polished as next year the field will
ue to the atrocious weather conditions that persisted for most of t, planted with wheat!

day, all full size aircraft flying had to be cancelled, and it was left to
a few braveAMC members to provide the only flying display in front

of the 5,000 plus visitors. Merry Christmas and Happy NewYear

As this is the last Newsletter of 2009, | would like to thank all mem
bers for their friendship and co-operation throughout the, yealr
wish you all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous Xeav

Regards

Peter Carter

Thanks to all helpers who arrived at the crack of dawn to set up ou
site, and once again thank
to the flyers namely:
JimV, Seve P Seve S,
Peter PMark E, Graham
Kevin F, Terry W, Terry R
lan K, Colin H, Johrw,
RobT, SimonW, Andrew
G, and helpers Henry,
Mike P, Mike A, Peter H,
andVal Suchbury

One static attraction at the show was theB¥eing 737 Flight
Simulator Mike Pemberton who knew the B#perators arranged
free flights for theAMC members before thefafial opening of the
event. On behalf of those memberswho took advantage of farsl of
would like to thank Mike very much.

Blacklands ladies only toilet
Our lady members will no doubt be pleased to hear that the old toilet
assembly will soon be replaced, and the spiders reholibedxist
ing toilet is about 18 years old, and with five female members, plug
accasional female visitors, (I counted eight ladies present a few
weeks ago) we will try and arrange the replacement asap.

See page 4 for the Scale

Blacklands electric fence and Mntage day report

Recent visitors to Blacklands will have noticed that the farmer has
now cut the grass in the field and on the stream side of the flying
strip.As a consequence and with no cows in the field the question
has been asked, “Do we need to erect the electric fence after each
flying session?The answer is an empha¥&S.

The main reason being that it does deter outside personnel from

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or the club committee. The content s are believed to correct at the time of
printing, nevertheless, the publisher cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions or any changes to the det ails of any of the articles therein.



This i1s the AMC news for October

Want some bit s of met al Micky?

REQUIRED Metalmart is the place to visit if you need any sort of metal for use
on a smaller scale.
ONE NEW EDITOR FOR THE AMC At Metalmart you won't find massive bits of machinargually driv
NEWSLETTER en by men with hairy arms and tattoos, lugging huge rolls of steel,

aluminium and copper to be made into washing machines, body pan
els, toasters and kettles.

STARTING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Instead, Metalmart caters for the more modest metal fabricators such

CONTACT THE EDITOR VIA EMAIL AT as Model Engineers,t&m Enthusiasts, Custom bike builders and
. A Custom metal fabricators whilefefing a comprehensive range of
colin.hutchinson@ntlworld.com metallic raw material in a multitude of grades, gauges, cross-sections

and diameters.

— o All of the metal you
. . an ﬂ ‘_.l‘ i need can be cut to your
2010 the bi-annual seaplane fly-in at AR specs, which you can

Biscarrosse, France —re S S Mtel ey friendly workshop

(where you can get a
Unit 23 Balgrave |ndusirial Estabe nice cup of tea), or if

Belgrave Road you are too far away
Soulhadplon we can ship it to you,
H wherever you are in
avw
the UK.

SUT IEA
Actually, we can't

Tid: 0845 D04 9072 promise that you won't

Fax: O84E 054 9073 see the occasional
Rassemblement International d’Hydravions ki hairy arm or tattoo but
du u 161 D71 ey e
* www.matalmart.org.uk :
Centenaire de |’Hydraviation 9 they'll be part of a

friendly and eficient
Any Metal...Any Guantity... BEERES

Ho Minimum Involos....

;, i ‘ Indoor at Connaught
‘ b= _:_ - A ‘ he last indoor meeting of theMC 2009

Fancy a trip to France for the bi-annual seaplane fly-in at Biscarrosse indoor Sfeason was held at the ConnaUth
in early May 2010, then have alook at http:/whwdravions-biscar School inAugust.You should have been
rosse.com for details of the event. there. Here is jUSt a taste of

It is a lage show attracting seaplanes from all over Europe, includin\ghat you missed.
a Cessna that is based at Blackbushe that many of you might have ot
seen flying over the Blacklands site. In addition there are not man
people on holiday at that time of the yehe weather that far south
in France is good and there is always moules frites to tempt you if
else fails.

REMEMBER

Please take your litter home with you, don’t
leave it at the Blacklands site stuffed into the
rabbit scrapes!
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Fun Fly extravaganza

n an attempt to confuse flyers the

5th July Fun Fly was described in

as many words as could be reason
ably managed, but even so ten mildly
confused competitors turned out on
the day to take part, a jolly good
show what.

The weather was warm and sunhyt the wind
that sprang up during the morning was set deter
minedly at 90 degrees to the runway s leen like
that all yearhasnt it? (Note to self - bring up at
AGM a proposal to move the flying site through

90 degrees!)

Graham (The $ork) Legg, Colin (what a grin) H, Rob (The Forth Bridge)rickey,

Steve (The Hat) &ichbury, Jeff (The Combat King) Coombes, Simon (The Kitchen)  There were four events, starting with the John
Wilson, Bernie (Mr Scale) Forward, Sean (The Hair) Doughan, Johnr€e-Climber)  \whittle Clambering Cape(vertical rolls), going
Whittle, Henry (the BBQ) Theobald, and Kevin (when | were young) Fox straight into the JéCoombes One Cylinder

Simon and Rob about to show the assembled crowds how to win af
fun fly competitions

~ | The much
| missed
Precedent

| ing to Jef -

" | 2nd place

| despite great
age (err the
plane not Jef)

Funfly belong-

Welsh Eric
and his
bananal!!ll
T

Aldershot Model Club

Diesel Dash (pylon racinglhere were some
interesting aerial definitions of the word vertical by some of the
pilots, but most were in a somewhat upward direction at least.

The last two events consisted of the Graham Uegdpnical Chase,

(a guessed 20 second glide, and spot landing) and finallyrittiey,
Wilson and Clarke Electrict8kes, (spot landing for pointdjhe 20
second guessed flight proved reasonably easy for most, but the circle
was hard to land in with the cross wind set as it was.

Still all planes survived to the end of the competition, apart from
Graham Leg@ which unluckily developed a technical problem, but
was undamagedhe result confirms that it is possible to mix it with
the electric boys, but they are still hard to beat on theldgiitness

it seems is everything in r/c competition.

The results wee as follows:

st SimonWilson
2nd Jef Coombes
3rd Rob Trickey/Kevin Fox
5th Colin Hutchinson
6th Sean Doughan
7th HenryTheobald

8th Steve Sutchbury
9th JohnWhittle
10th Graham Legg

Well done to SimoWilson, and thanks to all who took part, and
made the day great fun. Next year | will be thinking up some even
more fiendishly confusing competition names, asking Peter Carter to
turn the landing strip into a chess board, and arranging for cempeti
tors to drop chess pieces into their correct positions on the board - err
only joking!

Colin Hutchinson
. . . and the hat of the day competition goes to . . .




A day of records, BBQs and flying

hat a day! Sunnpywarm and an amazing
record turnout to booAround 54 mem

bers arrived for this, our most successful

event, bringing with them at least 44 models, as
counted by Henry

Annual BBQ, Scale/V intage day, 9th August

We had record entries in both the vintage and scale events, giving figing alone in front of a crowd in a competition, whatever the-stan

judges plenty to contemplaf€he vintage flyers took to the air at
11.00hrs preciselyeach having
an allocated airtime of around
minutes. Eighteen vintage mo
els completed the event with
Dave (Newly-wed) Clarke
tieing with Kevin Fox for first
place, closely followed by Bar
Charles and Johwhittle.

A record 20 models were entered into the scale event, with each flyaf by his wife Bernicd
given a solo slot time of arround three minutes. Prior to flying, all
models were lined up on the strip to allow the judges to inspect ancgain doing us proud

allocate static mark§hese marks were then added to the flying
score to give a total mark to decide the overall wirhei1, WWII
and civil types were
represented and all
flown to a high stan
dard.

Some interesting types
were in evidenceA
nice DHMosquito took

to the air and flew beaulf
fully until it unfortunatley
suffered an engine failur|
and was forced to land.
Kevin Fox flew his brang
new Eindecker powered
by a 26cc RGGF gasoli
engine.This model had
only had its first flight th
evening beforeAnother petrol powered model was Jdahhittle’s
1/4 scale Piper Club, which flew as magnificently as.ever

dard, can seriously fefct ones nerves. | would like to commend Mike
Pemberton who flew a CARO and Piper Cub in the scale, aridv@
Grigg flying his vintage Scorpion, both of whom only learnt to fly a
few months previouslyCongratulations also to our first lady contest
ant, Judywhittle, who flew her Super 60.

At 13.00hrs all flying
ceased for Henrg’
BBQ. Our sincere
thanks to Henryassist

and daughterfor once

by handling all the ea
ing arrangements ang
doing the cooking.
Thanks Henry

Personallyl was sup
posed to run the event in the absence of Mike, but | handed the run
ning over tovVal Suchbury and we all agree that she did a first rate
job, very eficiently keeping the flying going continuoushasing

with the judges and pilots, and successfully eliminating any gaps in
the flying
schedule.
Many thanks
Val.

Barry Douglas
- words deser|
me! Once
again Barry
donated a fan
tastic array of
raffle prizes
which included three fully equipped models plus other items.

Another beautifully made model was testland
Wizard scale masterpiece of Bernie Forwditis
lovely scale replica was a plane theéstland only
produced two examples of.

Final marking in scale was extremely close with
the FokkerTriplane of $eve Suchbury just pip
ping Jef CoombesNieuport 17 by just one point
to finish first, with Kevin Fox$ Eindecker a wer
thy third.

Thanks to Graham (The Riaf) Leach who

again ran the réie, and made the sum of over
£100, and to Pete Moran for his generous dona
tion of wine for the BBQ lady helpers.

A good day was had by all, and the weather
was just perfect.

Peter Carter

All pictures aken byWesley Edwards

4

Aldershot Model Club



A round-up of all things silent

SLOPING OFF o ol i
n 3rd October six members AMC lounges.

.- . .. The area can
Gliding Section joined ten members of accommodate

TVSF for what is a bi-annual visit to North aimost all wind

Wales for seven days of slope soaring. directions within a
20 minute plus

Most of the drive with two sites
AMC Gliding on the doorstep.
Section are also  Most of these are cfitop sites with stunning views over the sea.
members of The winds are therefore generally smooth with no land masses to
TVSE and this influence things, and the lift sometimes needs to be seen to be
believed!The downside of course is that if you fail to keep in the lift
area the model lands in the sea and this year a Zaggi was left floating
by Glyn and was last seen being beaten against the rocks by the
waves (| hear on the grapevine that he has already replaced it )

event takes
place every
May and
October on the

CIM peninsular . . .
P When the wind decides to drop below the level at which slope soar

To accomme - . . '
date the num ing is possible then the very ¢gr back garden is used to fly electric
bers a lage aeroplanes/helicoptershis only happened once this year with one
building with other day of rain when four of us visited thie World Museum at

Caernarfon.The Museum is quite small but allows visitors to sit in
the cockpits of a Hawker Hunfex Sea Hawk, a twin sedampire

and aTiger Moth - very unusual and makes you appreciate how con
fined these spaces are compared to the size of the aircraft.

fifteen en-suite bedrooms, three kitchens and tlikééounges is

hired. The success of the week relies on everyone joining in to pro
vide a full English breakfast every morning for all at one sitting,
which is done by 2 sets of 3 "chefs" alternating daily to prepare ant
cook with 2 sets of 5 "cleaners" also alternating daily to clear up,
wash up and generally tidy up - therefore everyone contributes 3
times during the week.

We had a variety of winds from 10-14 mph on one day to 40 mph
plus when three of us flew [I only had one flight but it was exciting

to say the least - with a safe landing]. | am surprised how relatively
light model aeroplanes penetrate winds of this speed - the roll speed
is very fast and the loops can be very elongated and end up finishing
behind you if you are not careful tilBits all good fun and the week
passes by unbelievably quickly and sooner than we would all like we
are setting out on the almost 300 mile drive home depending where
we started from.

Breakfast is usually over by 9:30am and shortly after most are pac
ing their cars with models suitable for the wind strength and slope
site of the dayLunches are left to the individual to deal with and at
the end of the day we all go to the local pubs/Indian/etc for a well
deserved evening meal before climbing into bed and starting all ov
again the next daffhere is a scrabble session which plays each
evening until 2 or 3 am (not for me) and others play cards/rumicub Geoff Bentley

AMC Open Peter Cope Memorial T rophy

The 2ndAMC Open competition took place on the 6th September :On the 20th September the Peter Cope Memdraghy Fly for Fun

planned and the experiment of allowing electric launch gliders alonC0MPetition was held and run Bgrry Pelling - whilst | have been

side winch launched was tried and found to be popular and very st°" holiday each time this is held (now in its second year ) | under
cessful with some entrants changing from one method to the other stand that it comprises tasks of time and landing and taxes the skills
during the course of the day in these direction#\gain the weather was kind and a good time was

had by all - in the end the final result gaharry Pelling first place so

- T ~well done to him.
The electric gliders used height limiters set to 200 metres and a maximt

motor run time of 30 seconds and launched normally within a 30 seconc

time period before the slot time started - winch gliders also launched with

in this period but as they reached the release height much quicker than the
electric they started later in the 30 second period - the object was for both
types to arrive at the top at the end of the 20 second period which was also

the start of the 10 minute slot tiniEhere were 13 external entries and 12 Results
from the club which enabled the 25 entrants to fly 5 slots over 4 rounds.

Ist .. TerryPelling ............ ... ... ..... 1347
The weather was kind with everyone enjoying themselves and the final 2nd . .Phil Goldsmith ..................... 1331
result after a two round fly bbf 15 minutes each gave the first two 3rd .. Colin Hutchinson. . .................. 131
places to external entrants - PAtken and Colin Lucas with our own 4th .. Glyn Chambers. . ................... 1290
Colin Hutchinson coming third - well done Colifhe final placings were  5th .. TerryWeeks. ....................... 1278
interesting as it was almost equally split between electric and glider laur6th .. lanKingsley. ....................... 1250
models. 7th .. Clive Learwood. . ................... 1189

8th .. TonyRidler ........................ 1132
At the finish in general everybody considered the mixing of launch-meth9th .. Steve Cope. . ....................... 1096
ods was practical and feasible and we suspect that other open glider co10th . BillCooke .......................... 969

petitions will follow suit

Aldershot Model Club 5



Professor Legg’ s funfly comp

raham Legg managed to excell himself on

the 4th Octoberarranging for a lovely day ,

an excellent nine competitors, and a comp
tition scoring system that was so complicated no
one had any idea what was going on - B&VEry
one had a jolly good time!

The format of the comp was fairly conventional, but the strip had
been divided up into a grid-iron-like system for scoring, which spic4
up the competition and made accuracy when landing a vital part off
the scoring. | was a little concerned that the last round of touch an
goes might see overenthusiasm rule heads with crashes resulting,
apart from the odd engine stop no plane was damaged.

The fourth round was to be an egg-dropping extravaganza, using

) ) ) practice golf balls, but time was pressing on, and the field had begun
The first round of timed flight produced the usual banter from John | up with enthusiastic Sunday flyers, so the round was-aban
Whittle, which prevented flyers from counting in the heads, but it 44ned and the result can be seen below

was the second round that produced the biggest suipfiseeasily
by a venerable Junior 60, powered by an ancient, open-rocker

! - Colin Hutchinson. . ....................... 1..
equipped, Enya 40 four stroke, and flown by Mr Knocker himself. pave clarke ... ... ... ... 2
Well done Sirthe Red Kites and Buzzards are changing their Wingsyr pknocker . . . . . o oo oo oo 2
to flat-bottomed Clark& section as it is obviously morefiefent Steve SUChDUIY « .o\ ovo oo 4
than their 10 million year old completely variable geometry!!! ANAY COOK -+ oo oo 5

) ) JohnWhittle . .......... ... .. ... . . . . . 5
The second round also produced the flight of the Panics, when onéy 4cc Evans. . . oo oo oo oo s .
the older style foam-winged Panics was pitted against one of the  apqrew Goddard . . . . . .« .. ... ..o 9

newer built-up versions. Howevehere was no panic in the pits, but

gliding a bi-plane is harder than it looks, and Marc finished in the  Graat stuf Graham. we look forward to next yeand will all be

long grass and I only just managed to scrape back to the edge of tying to evening classes to learn advanced adding up and taking
landing strip. away!

The third round also produced some very entertaining moments, w Colin Hutchinson
Dave Clarkes John Rutter designed flying wing showing the way

andAndrew Goddard proving that undercarriages were not just
unneccessayyut infact only a system for tripping up the unwary
The more than adequately poweflednstar slide gbrtlessly over
the grass, much to the amusement of the other competitors

. . . and the Hat of the Day
Competition was won by Kevin
(Eindekker) Fox just ahead of some
Russian bloke stnding to the right
of Mr P Knocker

Red Kite - 0, Junior 60 - 1. Thermalling with the local Kitesisa  Wheels are for whimpsAndrew Goddard showing us all how to
sign of a flyer who knows a thing or two about gliding take part in a comp with a plane without any wheels
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Cardington - stepping back in time

veryone is aware of the expression, General

“ : P— » : 812 feet long by 275 feet wide and 180 feet high
Stepplng back in time ! well that is exaCtIy Floor area 5 acres (2.02 hectares), or 223,300 square feet

hat | did in September when | visited the Total volume 26,000,000 cubic feet (760,000 cubic metres)
No 1 shed at Cardington, for a spot of indoor flyin(Total area of steel sheeting 121/2 acres (5 hectares)
. Lo . : Total weight of framework 3,720 tons
Wlthout the usual_ limits on height and width Total weight of paint 4 tons
imposed by relatively small local sports halls.

Doors
Each door weighs 470 tons (222 tons of steel and 248 tons-of con
crete ballast)

Cardington today

Unfortunately the sands of time are catching up with the great shec
at Cardington. It has been over 70 years since the R100 was dism
tled in shed no 2, and the cost of up-keep has meant that it has jus
not been maintained. So while it is possible to use no 1 shed-on ce
tain dates @anised by Laurie Barit is weather dependant due to
the number and size of the holes in the roof and walls. In fact, whe
was there the first thing that | noticed were the number and size of
the puddles on the flooand the amount of light that was coming
through the gaps in the roof.

Comparisons

The floor area of the hangar (223,300 square feet) is equal to twice
the size of th&Vembley football pitch or the area of 16 Olympic-size
swimming pools.

The volume of the hangar (26,000,000 cubic feet) is equal to 8,338
London double-deck buses

The roof has been made safe by the use of netting to catch any loc

material that might come down, and stray bits are easy to see restiNmSons Column would easily fit inside.

on the netting once you have grown accustomed to the light inside Bob Bailey
The no 2 shed, howevés in excellent condition as it was renovated and his
by the film companies for use in film work. giant shors
dwarfed by
Very brief history the no 1
The sheds were initially built by Short Brothers Engineering shed intert
Company during the Firs¥/orld War and gave birth to the R31, R37, or. In the
and R38, and then closed due to the economic depresssion in 192 background
Reopened in 1924 for the construction of the R100 and illfated R1( are two
and then used to dismantle the R100 in the early &@er the crash articulated
in France of the R101. lorry trail -
ers that
Since then the sheds have been used for balloon production, the ti look like
ing of over 20,000 balloon drivers and operators, and finally for dinky toys!

meterorological purposes by the RAFuringWWII a balloon had to
carry a couple of miles of steel cable and required a trained crew to
monitor it 24 hours a dayt its peak in the war Cardington was pro An indoor

ducing 26 balloons a week. model
floats by at

Satistics less than

There is no expression other than gob-smackinglgagdauan to walking

describe the sheds. | spent a great deal of my visit just gawping ugspeed
the ceiling, which seemd to be miles awayd down the length of revealing
the building to the great doors at the opening end. the number
and size of
If you dont read anything else of this report, read the statistics. |  the of holes
defy you not to be amazed at the size of the numbers, the vastnesin the roof.
the lengths, the enormous number of bolts, the lakes of paint, and The roof is
football-sized areas involved. 180 feet

Colin Hutchinson away
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Annual aerotow competition

Results
1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

Colin Hutchinson

ugust 16th saw the annual aerotow competi

tion getting under way with a day of moder

ate to brisk winds, and a few thermals, with
both electric and the usual i.c. tugs doing stirling
work. The day was combined with a most excellent
BBQ cooked by Henry and Bernid&eobald.

Whilst AMC fun fly comps are multi-task events, the aerotowing day
is a simple dhir from the competitors point of viewWou are towed
up to 200 meters and then you have to fly for seven minutes.

Sounds easyoesrt it? Well, without a little thermal assistance
seven minutes from 200 meters for the average sport glider is not
possible, so the pilot must find a thermal to stand any chance of fly
ing for the full slot time.

In the heat of the competition few thermals were around and the
increasingly brisk wind made thermal hunting veryidifit. Flight
times were therefore reduced, and the lighter gliders were seen to
out-perform the heavier ones.

A point that is easily fgotten in the heat of the moment is the
amount of work that the ganisers of such an event have to commit
themselves to. Between them Edsdiahd Normars tugs flew 28
aerotow flights to allow the competition run, and that is not including
one or two aborted takefefdue to adverse cross-winds or broken
tow-lines, when the pilot has had to release early for safety

So many thanks to Eddie and Norman fayamising a most enjey
able dayand thanks to Henry and Bernice for frying another deli
cious BBQ. How many is that in 2009 Henry?

Colin Hutchinson

Peter Carter(1)
Norman Charlton(1)
Norman Charlton(2)
Marc Evans

Peter Carter(2)
Eddie Burton

Longest tow of the day was awarded to Peter Cartére poor little
Mentor needed i8 batteries recharging a&érwards

8

Marc Evans’no 2 glider ge$
away through the blue haze

Masters of theAMC BBQ,
Bernice and Henry Theobald
were definitely frying

tonight!
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