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1.   Foreword 
 

This handbook is an introduction to the Aldershot Model Club 
(hereinafter the AMC), its activities and the way its run. Do not be put 
off by the inclusion of rules and the Constitution, they reflect good 
common sense and years of experience and are an indication of the 
responsible approach that is characteristic of the Club’s members. In 
practice, like any other good set of rules, they rarely need to be 
consulted but they are there just in case. 
 
New members are always welcome; if what you learn about us 
interests you then come and have a chat. The best way is to visit one of 
our flying sites, at a weekend when most members attend, and 
introduce yourself to members present. Alternatively visit the 
Crookham Street Social Club on the 2nd Friday of the month where 
several members attend an informal club night, you will be made to 
feel most welcome. 
 
We are a BMFA affiliated club. To be affiliated all AMC members 
also have to be BMFA members. This carries a benefit of Third Party 
Insurance of up to £10 million per incident. This cover extends to the 
Club Committee’s actions and decisions taken on the club’s behalf, and 
also extends to the owner of the land from which we fly. 

 
2.    Background 
 

Man’s fascination with flying is as old as history itself and aviation in 
its wider sense has changed the world in a way no nineteenth century 
prophet would have dreamed possible. 

 
Building and flying model aircraft may not be as expensive as producing an 
Airbus, as dangerous as flying the Space Shuttle or as glamorous as having 
your own private executive jet, but it does provide a challenging active 
hobby for thousands of enthusiasts up and down the land. It enables them to 
taste the magic of flying at a price which will not break the bank and, let’s 
face it; you stand far better chance of success than Icarus because the sun is 
93,000,000 miles away! 
 



There is a tremendous variety of activities within the hobby ranging from 
purely sport flying to international competitions. Models come in every  
shape and size from the simplest balsa slope soaring glider right through to 
wondrous, scaled down replicas of full sized aircraft, accurate in every detail 
right down to the last rivet. 

 
Against this background the AMC was formed on January 1st 1974, by a 
band of enthusiasts who for some years had been gathering informally on an 
Army playing field to enjoy the camaraderie of model flying. The Property 
Services Agency was approached and they granted the fledgling club a 
licence to operate firstly at Baston Hill on the Ash Ranges and then later 
from Tunnel Hill on Purbright Common. 
 
In the period between moving to Tunnel Hill in 1977 and the end of 1983, 
when a realignment of the range danger area swallowed up our site, the club 
flourished. Many hours of backbreaking work in clearing and levelling the 
strip had improved it enough to be included in the GBR/CAA (Great Britain 
Radio/Control Aerobatic Association) list of approved venues for their 
season of competitions. The membership grew to over one hundred, drawn 
from all walks of life. The club gained a reputation for friendliness and for 
the way it welcomed newcomers to the hobby and helped them over those 
agonising weeks of learning to build and fly their first model.  
 
For Silent Flight enthusiasts the AMC will maintain the use of a second site 
at a conveniently located field / farm as available. The gliding is mainly 
thermal, we have no hill sites, but some of our members do from time to time 
visit the local Slope Soaring sites around Kingsclere. 
 

3.    Model Club Evenings 
 
Club evenings are held at the Crookham Street Social Club, in Crookham 
Village, on the second Friday of every month. This is a social gathering of 
club members where your opinions can be aired, questions answered and all 
can have a good time. It is held in a private function room so under age 
members may attend. There are occasional talks on interesting topics, slide 
shows and bring-and-buy sales and details of all these events are published in 
our Newsletter. If you are a new member but don’t know anyone in the club 



then visit our website (see the front cover for the address), or come along to 
one of our club-nights. 
 
4.   The Club Constitution  
 

1. The Club shall be known as the ALDERSHOT MODEL CLUB, 
hereinafter referred to as “The Club”.  The aims of the Club are to 
promote and encourage the hobby and pastime of model aircraft 
construction and flying and to seek and obtain sites and facilities for 
same. 

 
2. The Club shall meet on the second Friday of each month (Crookham 

Street Social Club). 
 
3. The Annual General Meeting shall be held on or around the second 

Wednesday of November each year (Crookham Street Social Club). 
 
4. The Club year shall commence on the 1st of January. 
 
5. The Club shall be administered between Annual General Meetings 

by an Executive Committee consisting of the Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer and up to five ordinary 
Committee members. These will be elected at the Annual General 
Meeting, by secret ballot, for a term of one year, commencing the 
following January. Previous office holders will be eligible for re-
election and there will be no limit to the number of terms any one 
person may serve. 

 
6. Decisions of the executive Committee on any matter affecting the 

Club shall be by simple majority and will be final, except by appeal 
to a General Meeting of the Club. 

 
7. The Executive Committee shall meet bi-monthly on the first 

Thursday of the month (Crookham Street Social Club). 
 
8. Any five members, including an Officer of the Executive Committee 

shall constitute a quorum of the Committee. 
 



9. If any member of the Executive Committee resigns his post during 
his year of office, he may be replaced by another member of the 
Club chosen by the Executive Committee to serve for the remainder 
of the term. 

 
10. A member of the Executive Committee missing three consecutive 

meetings may be removed from his/her post by the Executive 
Committee and replaced as in Article 9 unless extenuating 
circumstances apply. 

 
11. The Executive Committee shall have the sole right to hold club 

funds. 
 

12. Except as specified in Article 15 the Executive Committee shall have 
the sole authority to commit Club funds for any expenditure except 
that authorised by a General Meeting of the Club. 

 
13. All funds raised by the Club shall be held in a bank account, or any 

other agreed account, under the name “The Aldershot Model Club”. 
 

14. All cheques issued on behalf of the Club shall, except as specified in 
Article 15, and after being sanctioned by the Executive Committee, 
be signed by either the Treasurer or the Chairman. 

 
15. The Treasurer of the Club shall have the power to expend Club funds 

up to the limit imposed by the Annual General Meeting for business 
on behalf of the Club. This without previous reference to the 
Executive Committee, should he believe this to be necessary. 

 
16. A financial statement shall be issued to the membership at the 

Annual General Meeting, and the full books will be made available 
for examination by any member on request. 

 
17. The Secretary shall call an Extraordinary General Meeting if 

requested to do so by the Committee or at least one fifth of the 
current membership of the Club. The names of those members 
requesting the meeting will be registered with the Secretary and read 
out at the commencement of the meeting. 



18. A new person wishing to join the Club must be nominated by two 
full members. The application will go before the Executive 
Committee for approval; they reserve the right to refuse membership. 

 
19. Compliance with the Club Insurance arrangements is a condition of 

membership. (See Article 35.) 
 

20. The Executive Committee of the Club shall have the power to take 
disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion from the Club. 
This against any member of the Club who, in their opinion, 
deliberately.  contravenes Club rules and regulations, brings the Club 
into disrepute or acts in a manner contrary to the well being of the 
Club, its assets or its members. The Executive Committee is required 
to advise the member in writing, of the intention to take disciplinary 
action and invite the member to the next Committee meeting to 
discuss the matter, before any action is taken. The member also has 
the right of appeal as contained in Article 6. 

 
21. The Chairman shall have no vote at meetings of the Executive 

Committee except in the case of a tie when he shall have the casting 
vote. 

 
22. The Executive Committee shall have the power to co-opt members to 

assist them in their duties.  Such co-opted members shall have no 
vote if present at Executive Committee meetings. 

 
23. Should circumstances prevent a member of the Executive Committee 

from attending a meeting he may register his vote on any issue with 
the Chairman or Secretary before the meeting, this vote to be 
counted as if the member were present at the meeting. 

 
24. The Secretary shall keep a record of attendance of members of the 

Executive Committee to be read out at the Annual General Meeting. 
 

25. To ensure preservation of the flying site, the Executive Committee 
reserve the right to impose a membership limit. 

 
26. Family Membership is available to any full member on application to the 

Executive Committee. Once granted membership is extended to the 



member’s spouse and any of their children /grandchildren under the age 
of 18. The relevant BMFA membership is mandatory to ensure adequate 
insurance cover is provided and that the Club’s BMFA affiliation is not 
jeopardised. Only the full member may vote at Club General Meetings. 

 
27. All membership and joining fees will be determined by the Annual 

General Meeting and will apply from the following first of January. 
 
28. Junior membership is open to any person under the age of 18 or is in full 

time education. Preference will be given to any juniors whose parents 
are already full members of the Club, but have waived the right of 
inclusion under article 26. The relevant BMFA membership is again 
mandatory. Junior members have no voting power.  

 
Refer also to Section 7, page 12 on ‘The Welfare and Care of Children 
and Vulnerable Adults within the AMC’. 

 
29. Associate membership is available to persons not wishing for full Club 

participation or privileges and for the fee for such membership shall be 
as determined by the Annual General Meeting. 

 
30. Members wishing to continue their membership must pay their fees by 

the due date set by the BMFA for membership renewals.  After this date 
membership will be deemed to have lapsed and said person will be 
liable to pay the joining fee. (Waived if lapse is no more than two 
years.)  

 
LAPSED MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE COVERED BY CLUB 
INSURANCE AND WILL THEREFORE NOT BE PERMITTED TO 
USE CLUB FLYING SITE OR FACILITIES. 

 
31. New members wishing to join the club after the last day of August shall 

pay the joining fee and half the membership fee for that year. (Plus any 
BMFA fee as applicable.) 

 
32.  At the discretion of the committee a reduction in a member’s annual fee 

may be awarded for any member where the situation warrants such a 
decrease (e.g. Long term sickness). 



33. The President of the Club shall be appointed by the Annual General 
Meeting for a term of three years. Previous Presidents are eligible for re-
election. 

 
34. In the event of the Club being wound-up no individual shall have any 

claim on Club funds.  Any monies remaining after all debts have been 
paid will be equally distributed amongst the membership at the time. 
Items of equipment held by individual members at this time will be also 
assessed and given a value, these items will then form part of any such 
asset distribution. 

 
35. The Aldershot Model Club shall be affiliated to the British Model Flying 

Association and it shall be a condition of membership that all members 
shall be fully paid-up members of that Association. 

 
 
5.    Flying Site Rules – Blacklands Farm & East Worldham 
 

1. No member may operate a model in a manner liable to cause damage 
or injury to property or persons. Members must comply with all 
instructions given by members of the Committee regarding flying 
discipline and frequency control. Failure to observe this rule will 
render the member liable to loss of membership under the terms of 
Article 20 of the Club’s Constitution. 

 
2. Any model operated on a Club site must be in good structural 

condition and must not be operated if it, in the opinion of the 
Committee member(s) present, would contravene Rule 1. 

 
3. At a power flying session, a model attempting to land shall have 

right of way over other models and a model landing without power 
shall have right of way over models still under power. 

 
4. Once take-off is complete, pilots must move away from the take-

off/landing area and should stay in the “pits” as close together as is 
reasonable whilst flying. 

5. Both sites now have a pegboard and use a common system. The Club 
allows all nationally accepted frequencies to be used with both Odd 



& Even 35 MHz channels being used together with 2.4 GHz. A peg 
is removed from the Pegboard to claim a frequency, effectively a 
“Peg Off” system, but in addition you should leave your membership 
card in the clip provided to let others know who has what frequency.  
All frequencies are available to all users of the site and are to be 
shared in an equitable manner. 

 
6. No transmitter shall be switched on at a Club site unless either: 

 
(a)  The appropriate frequency peg has been removed from the 

peg-board and clipped to the operator’s transmitter aerial. 
(a) In the absence of a peg-board, the operator has taken all 

reasonable precautions to ensure that the frequency is not 
already in use. 
N.B. The Club has provided a Frequency Monitor for such 
checking. 
 

7. Both club sites are adjacent to a public ‘Rights of Way’ occasionally 
used by walkers. Club members must be aware of the presence of 
any members of the public and act accordingly. 

 
8. No model powered by an internal combustion engine or gas turbine 

may emit more than 82 dBA of noise as measured by the DoE 
method. Any model to be flown from the Club site must have first 
been tested, using the Club noise meter. If the noise, in the worst 
aspect, does not exceed 82 dBA at 7 metres the details of the test 
must be entered in the Noise Logbook before the model is officially 
approved for flight. Members should note that the dBA scale is 
logarithmic so a difference of +3 dBA corresponds to double the 
noise intensity. 

 
9. No litter of any description should be left at Club sites after a flying 

session. Especially anything likely to damage farm machinery such 
as bungee stakes. 

 
10. At both sites the last member to leave must ensure that all the club 

equipment is stored away, the caravan locked and the fence erected 
and switched ‘ON’ (Blacklands), and the storage shed secured (East 
Worldham). 



 
11. Members have a common responsibility at both sites for warning 

members of the public who may be viewing from dangerous 
positions and to ask them to move to a safer location. 

 
12. At both sites, where applicable, members must not fly anywhere near 

houses and they must make all reasonable efforts to reduce any noise 
nuisance to the public as a result of Club activities. 

 
13. East Worldham is for the use of Gliders and Electric models only on 

condition they are quiet and flown away from nearby houses.  
 

14. A ‘No Fly Zone’ at Blacklands is the shaded area on the map. Also 
the house to the North East at Blacklands is particularly sensitive to 
noise. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Layout for Blacklands Farm 
 

15. Members are expected to make allowances for novice pilots under 
instruction and experienced pilots test flying new models by giving 
them plenty of room and time. If you are a new member without an 
A or B certificate you cannot fly unsupervised. The practice of 
hovering helicopters at low level over the strip and its approaches 



should be avoided except when taking off or landing from the 
designated areas. 

 
16. Members must carry their Membership Cards and proof of insurance 

whenever they are flying at club sites. 
 

17. Any accident involving damage to third party property or persons 
must be notified to a Committee member within 24 hours. 

 
18. Members must abide by any special rule and conditions relating to 

Club sites that may, from time to time, be imposed by the Executive 
Committee. 

 
19. Flying times:    
                   Power:  Every Day 10.00 until Dusk.  

      Gliders:  Every Day  No limitations 
 

20.  A maximum of 5 power models may fly at any one time. 
 

21.  Mobile telephones can interfere with computer radios. To avoid any 
problems they are banned from the flying areas, and should be 
switched off and left in your car when at the site. 
 

22.  Members under the age of 18 (Junior) must be supervised at all 
times by a responsible adult, they are not allowed on the flying site 
without such supervision. Refer to Article 28 of the constitution. 

 
23.  New members without an “A” or a “B” Certificate must also be 

supervised at all times. 
 

24.  Yellow car stickers are to be used for identification and a 10 MPH 
speed limit must be observed at all times on all approaches to the 
club sites. 

 
25.   At East Worldham: 

 
1. Refer to the site map for the parking area to be used. 



2. Cars may be driven on to the site to off-load any 
heavy equipment if the ground is firm, but must be 
returned to the designated parking area at all other 
times.   

 
6.    Instructors and Examiners. 
 

1. The Club is fortunate in having a number of BMFA approved 
and Club Instructors who are prepared to coach beginners, or 
help the more experienced fliers to more advanced levels. 

 
2. The Club also maintains a number of BMFA approved 

Examiners for those wishing to take the various Certificates. 
 

3. The names and contact numbers of all of the above will be 
published    regularly in the Club Newsletter. 

 
 



7.    The Welfare and Care of Children and Vulnerable Adults 
within the AMC 

 
Policy Statement: 
 
The following simple principles apply to promote the protection of 

children 

·  The child's welfare is the first consideration. 

·  All children regardless of their age, gender, disability, race, religion 
or sexual identity have the right to be protected from abuse and to 
be treated with dignity. 

·  All those working with children should have the knowledge and 
awareness to permit them to make informed decisions to prevent 
placing themselves or children at risk. 

 
Some Useful Helplines: 
BMFA Chief Executive:  0116 244 0028 
BMFA General Manager:  0116 244 0028 
BMFA Development Officer:  0116 244 0028 or 01526 832871 
NSPCC:  0800 800 500 
Childline:  0800 1111 
Social Services:  Details from your local telephone directory. 
Police: Details from your local telephone directory. 

Or in an emergency call 999. 
  
The Club Rules for the care of children and vulnerable adults are: 
 

All members, parents, guardians and carers are to comply with BMFA 
and club policies and guidelines for the promotion of welfare and care of  
children. 

·  A junior member is defined as being under 18 years of age. 

·  A vulnerable adult is defined as a person of 18 years of age or over but 
through mental or physical attributes requires a higher level of supervision 
than would be normally commensurate with an adult member. 



·  A responsible adult is defined as a senior member or parent/guardian who 
has the clearance, experience, knowledge and training commensurate 
with the type and degree of supervision required. 

·  Junior members must be supervised at all times by a responsible adult. 
The level of supervision is to be commensurate with the junior member's 
age, maturity, capabilities and levels of experience. 

·  Junior members under the age of 14 years shall not start an engine or 
carry a model with the engine running unless they are supervised by a 
responsible adult. 

·  No child or vulnerable adult shall undertake any activity which 
might place him or her at risk. In any event prior consultation with 
their parent, guardian or carer must take place if there is any doubt on the 
member's abilities to undertake a specific activity. 

·  No senior member is to be expected to assume responsibility for a child or 
a vulnerable adult unless he/she has been specifically requested to do so by 
the parent, guardian or carer. If required to do so, he/she is to assume 
complete and total responsibility for the child or vulnerable adult whilst 
he/she is in their charge.  
 

·  Notwithstanding the requirements of the previous paragraph, should a 
member discover a child or vulnerable adult that is unsupervised then 
he/she must assume responsibility for that person's safety in the first 
instance. The situation should then be rectified as soon as possible by 
seeking out the parent, guardian, carer or nominated supervisor. Any 
instance of such an occurrence is to be reported to the club committee as 
soon as possible and a record made of the occurrence. 
 

·  Whilst supervising children or vulnerable adults, members should 
avoid placing themselves in a position that could be open to 
misinterpretation or question in accordance with BMFA policy. 

·  Remember, the policy is there to protect you as well as children and 
vulnerable adults. 

·  Should any member, parent, guardian, carer or the person themselves have 
concerns about the welfare of children or vulnerable adults then he or she 
is to contact the Chairman, Secretary or any of the help lines on the front 
page of this document. 



·  All members are required to respect the rights and dignity of children and 
vulnerable adults and to promote their welfare. Caring is largely a matter 
of common sense provided everyone is clear on what is expected of them 
and a few simple principles are adhered to. It is not a responsibility to be 
feared but is, nevertheless, essential if we are to ensure that we are 
to be a club that offers opportunities for all. 
 

Note to parents, guardians and carers: 
 
Whilst this Club has a moral and statutory duty to take all reasonable steps 
to ensure the general welfare and protection of children and vulnerable 
adult members, in particular during the actual act of model aircraft flying 
and associated pre-flight and post-flight procedures, the Club will not 
undertake the all encompassing responsibilities of those acting in the role 
of guardians or carers unless specifically arranged. 
 
Our activities at the flying site do not finish at a regular time. It is 
therefore your responsibility to ensure the well being of your charge over 
and above arranging a predetermined collection time. Should you wish to 
leave a child or a vulnerable adult at the flying site, it is your 
responsibility to arrange for one of the qualified club members to supervise 
him/her during your absence and, if necessary, make arrangements for the 
member to be able to make contact with you. 
 
Should your child have any special medical or physical needs you are 
required to advise the Club in writing. 
 
Should physical contact be required during model flying for instructional or 
any other purposes these will be explained to you and you will be required to 
record your agreement in writing defining the type and limits of contact. 

 
Should the Club wish to use a photographic image of your child, the Club 
will follow the guidelines laid down by the NSPCC Child Protection in 
Sport Unit. In addition, your written consent will be required for the Club 
to do so. 

 
In addition the BMFA and this Club have specific rules and policies 
relating to children and vulnerable adults, broad details of which are 



contained within this document. This has been provided to you, and we ask 
that you study its contents carefully.  
 
The membership form must be countersigned, to acknowledge receipt of a 
copy of this document, by the parent or guardian if the applicant is under 
18 years of age or by the authorised carer of a vulnerable adult, thereby 
signifying acceptance of the conditions of membership. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any issue, have any concerns or have 
suggestions on how we may improve our policies, then please contact: 
The Chairman, Secretary or contact one of the help lines at the start of this 
section. 
 



Directions to Blacklands Farm Flying Site 
 
The Blacklands Farm site may be approached several ways but the 
recommended route is by taking the road from the A30 adjacent to the Red 
Lion public house, alternatively come along the Newnham Lane from Hook.  
Neither of these roads or lanes are of a high standard and they should be 
negotiated with due care and attention.  It is suggested that it might be best to 
leave the site via the road over the railway which joins the A30 about a 
kilometre closer to Basingstoke. 
 
The entrance to Blacklands Farm is off Newnham Lane along a single track 
concrete road and members are asked to observe a 10mph speed limit and to 
give farm vehicles priority at all times.  At the end of the concrete road turn 
left past the milking parlour and drive through the farm yard bearing slightly 
left as you leave it to pass the farmhouse on your right.  Follow the road 
around behind the farmhouse, over the stream and on past the parked 
caravans.  Go through the gate and over another stream, then sharp right and 
you will see the green club caravan a couple of hundred yards further down.  
Cross the stream by the footbridge to reach the strip.  
 
At all times keep your speed down and watch out for walkers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directions to the East Worldham Site. 
 
The site is situated south of Alton at East Worldham. Travel South from 
Alton on the B3004 that passes Alton Railway Station. As you leave Alton 
the road passes under the A31 (no access) and rises to pass the East 
Worldham Golf Course situated on the right hand side of the road. At the top 
of the rise the Three Horseshoes Pub will be found at a crossroads, turn right 
here into Blanket Street. In about 200 yards turn right into the site entrance, 
at the top of the slope turn left on to the field and park under the trees there. 
From the Farnham / Tilford traffic lights about 9.6 miles. 

 
From the start of the A339 Alton Road (Crest Hotel) at Basingstoke about 
13.5 miles.  
 
At all times keep your speed down and watch out for walkers. 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


